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plan submitted with the request for
variance.

(h) The Secretary, in granting a vari-
ance, will specify the period for which
the variance has been granted; such pe-
riod will not exceed one year. A request
for a renewal shall be submitted not
later than 30 days prior to the expira-
tion of the variance and shall contain
all information required by paragraphs
(c), (d), and (f) of this section. Renewal
of the variance will be contingent upon
the facility’s continuing to meet the
provisions of this section.

[40 FR 30818, July 23, 1975. Redesignated at 42
FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977; 51 FR 22041, June 17,
1986; 51 FR 27847, Aug. 4, 1986; 51 FR 43197,
Dec. 1, 1986. Redesignated and amended at 53
FR 23100, June 17, 1988]

§ 488.68 State Agency responsibilities
for OASIS collection and data base
requirements.

As part of State agency survey re-
sponsibilities, the State agency or
other entity designated by HCFA has
overall responsibility for fulfilling the
following requirements for operating
the OASIS system:

(a) Establish and maintain an OASIS
database. The State agency or other en-
tity designated by HCFA must—

(1) Use a standard system developed
or approved by HCFA to collect, store,
and analyze data;

(2) Conduct basic system manage-
ment activities including hardware and
software maintenance, system back-up,
and monitoring the status of the data-
base; and

(3) Obtain HCFA approval before
modifying any parts of the HCFA
standard system including, but not
limited to, standard HCFA-approved—

(i) OASIS data items;
(ii) Record formats and validation

edits; and
(iii) Agency encoding and trans-

mission methods.
(b) Analyze and edit OASIS data. The

State agency or other entity des-
ignated by HCFA must—

(1) Upon receipt of data from an
HHA, edit the data as specified by
HCFA and ensure that the HHA re-
solves errors within the limits speci-
fied by HCFA;

(2) At least monthly, make available
for retrieval by HCFA all edited OASIS

records received during that period, ac-
cording to formats specified by HCFA,
and correct and retransmit previously
rejected data as needed; and

(3) Analyze data and generate reports
as specified by HCFA.

(c) Ensure accuracy of OASIS data.
The State agency must audit the accu-
racy of the OASIS data through the
survey process.

(d) Restrict access to OASIS data. The
State agency or other entity des-
ignated by HCFA must do the fol-
lowing:

(1) Ensure that access to data is re-
stricted except for the transmission of
data and reports to—

(i) HCFA;
(ii) The State agency component that

conducts surveys for purposes related
to this function; and

(iii) Other entities if authorized by
HCFA.

(2) Ensure that patient identifiable
OASIS data is released only to the ex-
tent that it is permitted under the Pri-
vacy Act of 1974.

(e) Provide training and technical sup-
port for HHAs. The State agency or
other entity designated by HCFA
must—

(1) Instruct each HHA on the admin-
istration of the data set, privacy/con-
fidentiality of the data set, and inte-
gration of the OASIS data set into the
facility’s own record keeping system;

(2) Instruct each HHA on the use of
software to encode and transmit OASIS
data to the State;

(3) Specify to a facility the method of
transmission of data to the State, and
instruct the facility on this method.

(4) Monitor each HHA’s ability to
transmit OASIS data.

(5) Provide ongoing technical assist-
ance and general support to HHAs in
implementing the OASIS reporting re-
quirements specified in the conditions
of participation for home health agen-
cies; and

(6) Carry out any other functions as
designated by HCFA necessary to
maintain OASIS data on the standard
State system.

[64 FR 3763, Jan. 25, 1999]
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